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  SOUTH BREVARD 
          Banana River SPS  

America’s Boating Club® is a trademark of the United States Power Squadrons® 

 

Join us for fun on the water! 
Raft-up Near Dragon and exercise your skills. 

 

  Dragon Point Navigation Challenge 

Think you can pilot a 
course without a GPS 

or Chart Plotter?  

Give it a try! 

General Rules 
Travel A Course Only Using 

Your Compass, Boat 
Speed & Visual Clues; 

ALWAYS OPEN TO ALL BOATERS! 
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NOTICE 
 

There will be NO formal member-
ship meeting in July and August  

 
BUT 

We are meeting for dinner at 
Kelly’s Burgers & Beer 

6:30 pm 
 

COME JOIN US 

Order off the Menu 

Share Your Summer Activities 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SOUTH BREVARD 

 

             

 

 

 

 

650 N. Wickham Road 

Melbourne, FL  32935 

321 610-4580 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDER: Cdr Jim Merker, AP 

 

                       

         

 

 

 

 

    
          Highlights of the FLARE-UP 
 

June 5, 2021—Eau Gallie Boat Ramp 

 

Cdr Merker began the 

training describing various  

types of flares and their 

intended uses.  Brian Smith from Melbourne     

Police joined the group.  Ken Peters and Barbara    

Roemmele drove up from Palm Beach. 

                    GREAT TIME! 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT BY SEO P/D/Lt/C Ernst Hofmann, JN 
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IT IS A NICE DAY ON THE WATER WHEN                      
MESSING ABOUT IN BOATS 

 
 

“Is it so nice as all that?” asked the Mole shyly, though he was quite prepared to 

believe it as he leant back in his seat and surveyed the cushions, the oars, the row-

locks, and all the fascinating fittings, and felt the boat sway lightly under him.  

 

“Nice? It’s the only thing,” said the Water Rat solemnly, as he leant forward for his stroke. “Believe me, my 
young friend, there is nothing - absolutely nothing half so much worth doing as simply messing about in 

boats. Simply messing,” he went on dreamily: “messing – about – in - boats; messing… “ 

 

“Look ahead, Rat!” cried the Mole suddenly. 

 It was too late. The boat struck the bank full tilt. The dreamer, the joyous oarsman, lay on his back at the 

bottom of the boat, his heels in the air.  “- about in boats - or with boats,” the Rat went on composedly, 

picking himself up with a pleasant laugh. “In or out of ‘em, it doesn’t matter.” 

 

Nothing seems really to matter, that’s the charm of it. Whether you get away, or whether you don’t;  

whether you arrive at your destination or whether you reach somewhere else, or whether you never get 

anywhere at all, you’re always busy, and you never do anything in particular; and when you’ve done it 

there’s always something else to do, and you can do it if you like, but you’d much better not. 

 

A charming excerpt from The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame (1859-1932), British      

essayist, writer of children’s books. 

 

Yes, charming but nonetheless it conveys some useful messages: 

Pay attention and don’t get sloppy. 

Never lose your composure 

Keep a good lookout. 

If you are in a sailboat, accept that destination and ETA rarely happen as planned. 

The upkeep seems to be never-ending. 

 

As an 11-year-old I had my own “flat on my back, heels in the air” moment. It was my first time in 

a boat with an outboard and while watching someone trying to start it, with the fist pull on the 

starter cord it met my face.  

 

 

Remember, we do not just offer boating education –  

we provide superior boating education! 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE SQUADRON MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN;   P/D/C/Bob Becker, SN 

Page 6               DRAGON TALES 

 

                          MEMBERSHIP 
 

I am sure you know that we are now within the Hurricane season which runs 

from 1 June until 30 November.  DO YOU HAVE A HURRICANE PLAN 

FOR YOUR BOAT?  Here are some of the ways to prepare for such an event. 

 

Have a Plan 

Preparation for a hurricane begins with having a PLAN. Start with the following: 

•  Know the hurricane policies of your marina 

•  Take action 48-72 hours prior to the storm’s arrival 

•  Remove and store items that can be removed 

•  Test your plan for shortcomings 

 

Be Prepared 

Essential items following a hurricane warning go fast. i.e. duct tape, dock lines, fenders and other 

items to batten down your hatches. 

 

Monitor the Weather 

Stay alert for weather bulletins and be ready to act on short notice. 

 

Safe Location 

Move your boat to a safe location if possible. 

 

Stuck in the Same Marina  

If your boat can’t be removed from the water, ask if it can be relocated to a larger slip.  A boat 

centered in an oversized slip with long lines at shallow angles to the boat will be able to rise and 

fall with a storm surge and has less chance of chafing against the sides of the slip.    

 

Insurance 

If you carry marine insurance get out the policy and review its contents. There may be important 

conditions which could affect any hurricane damage payment. 

 

Ask a Friend 

If you have never experienced a hurricane, seek out other boaters at your marina and ask what 

they did during a hurricane.  Experience many times is better than the written word. 

 

BE PREPARED and BE SAFE! 
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JR BASIC BOATING 
June 7-9, 2021 

 

Nineteen (19) students age 11-17 attended our Jr Basic Boating three-day class held 

at the Satellite Beach Recreation Center on June 7 – 9, 2021.  The students were 

very enthusiastic and participated in various exercises.  Eighteen (18) students passed 

the final exam and received their Florida Boating Safety Education ID card.   

 

                                                   

 

Tinker and Stephanie Murphy taught the class.  Membership Chair Bob Becker     

handled registration on the first day.  Ernst Hofmann joined in on test day, ensuring all 

grades were accurate.  

 

The next Jr Basic Boating class will be July 12 -14.  The next ABC3 for adults will be 

held on August 14.  Both will be at the Schechter Community Center in Satellite 

Beach.  Want to help?  Give Ernst a call! 

                                             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To date in 2021, we have added 26 BETTER BOATERS ON OUR WATERWAYS!  
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Great Loop Facebook Group 
 

                                                                          
I am a member of this FB group and recently saw this post by  
someone currently cruising the 6000 mile Great Loop waterway up 
the Atlantic Coast, thru the Erie Canal, through the Great Lakes, 
down the Mississippi, and across the Gulf of Mexico back to the 
west coast of Florida.                                              

 
“Heading towards Brunswick, GA and just passed these signs. 

Have never seen it before and not sure what to make of it.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There were immediately 41 replies!  It’s a RANGE MARKER. 
 
Best reply was “Never be afraid to ask. BUT This is pretty basic 
navigation.  Please educate yourself before getting behind the helm 
(steering wheel).”   
 
Many posts suggested this mariner take an America’s Boating 
Course:  ABC3, Boat Handling, Marine Navigation. 
 
Just proves anyone can buy a boat and set out on the water without 
any basic training...sorry state of affairs. 
Shari Marshall 
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The Indian  River Lagoon Total Health Score is 58 (F+) 

A slight improvement from prior year score of 52 (F) 

From the MRC June 3 Seminar 

 

MCR’s Indian River Lagoon Report Card shows the health of the lagoon’s water and 

seagrass quality as a single grade for all ten regions of the lagoon and twelve tributaries.  

Please read the grades as if you are reading a school test grade (100 is excellent and 0 is 

really, really bad.)  The score of 80 (H) or above indicates that the region is meeting the 

regulatory target of health set by the state.  Only a few areas are meeting regulatory 

standards. 

 

The Entire IRL Report Card Data Set is available at the SaveTheIRL.org 

• Seagrass and water quality scores for each of the ten lagoon regions and twelve trib-

utaries 

• Health scores for the entire 27 years of data 

• The IRL Ecological Health Assessment Methodology Report 
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                                                     TAKE A “SAIL” COURSE 

  Begins June 17 (8 weeks) 

   Kelly’s Burgers & Beer 

What's Included? 

• Types of sailboat rigs and hull shapes, including sail configurations and standing rigging 

• Wind and water forces affecting sailboat stability and balance 

• Sail shape and tuning the standing rig 

• Steering and helmsmanship 

• Sailing upwind, downwind and spinnaker handling    

• Heavy weather sailing and storm conditions 

• Boat operations including docking, anchoring and safety issues 
 

Price:    $69  USPS member  

                  $119  Non USPS member 

                    (Family members sharing materials pay $15.00 each ) 

                   $180 for Course and USPS membership 

Contact:  Ernst Hofmann, SEO  

                       321-615-0553 or hofmanneg@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEN:     Saturday, July 3 

                       Noon—? 

WHERE:  Ichabod’s Dockside, 2210 Front Street, Melbourne  32901 

           Order off the menu 

 

   Come by car:  Come by boat! 

             Just JOIN US! 

       Red, White & Blue LUNCH BUNCH 
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160 USPS Members Already Signed Up 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE SECRETARY:  LT/C STEPHANIE MURPHY, P 

 

 
 
 

AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB – SOUTH BREVARD  

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

(BANANA RIVER SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON)  

DATE: June 8, 2021 

LOCATION: Via GoToMeeting online due to 

Covid-19 concerns 
  
Exec Board Attending 

Cdr Jim Merker, AP; P/D/Lt/C Ernst Hofmann, 

JN; Lt Wally Jones, S; P/C Shari Marshall, AP; 

Lt/C Stephanie Murphy, P  

  

Exec Board Absent  

Lt/C Monika Bradley, S (report via email); P/D/C 

Robert Becker, SN 

  

The meeting was called to order at 1905 by Cdr 

Merker.  A quorum was present.  Motion made 

by Ernst Hofmann and seconded by Shari              

Marshall to accept the May 11, 2021 meeting 

minutes; passed. 
  
Commander’s Report:  

USPS   

No news from National. 

D23 

District 23 is planning on a picnic on August 28th; 

more details will follow.  Jim Merker will be 

providing an Instructor Development course to 

the Gainsville SPS at their request. 

 

The East Coast Sailing Association is holding a 2

-day SAILstice Event at Grill’s Riverside on June 

19 and 20.  Lunch, dinner, and Blessing of the 

Fleet is open to the public; just give them a call 

so they have a number of people to reserve for.  

 

Secretary’s Report  

BRSPS has 37 active members and 1 associate 
member.  Stephanie will contact the Bucks since 
they are Cyber members of USPS and                                   
encourage them to join our Squadron. The June 
program will be Tinker Murphy presenting 
“Anchoring.”   

Social lunches are planned for June 12 (Grills 
Riverside), July 3 (Ichabod’s Dockside,          
Melbourne Harbor), August 7 (Bunky’s Raw Bar,                      
Indialantic), August 21 (TBD). 

Social dinners are planned                                                    
for the July & August                                                            
meeting nights.  Social                                                                            
dinners will be held at Kelly’s                                                            
Burgers and Beer.   

 

Treasurer’s Report:  

The combination checking/savings account bal-
ance was reported.  Cdr Merker (frames for 
banners), Ernst Hofmann (paperwork associat-
ed with JrBB), and Stephanie Murphy 
(refreshments for JrBB) have expenses to send 
to the treasurer for reimbursement.   

 
SEO Report:  
A Sail Course is planned to start on June 17 
ending on August 12, with the final exam.  The 
class will be held at Kelly’s on Thursday nights 
from 7 to 9.  A USPS Instructor’s Manual will be 
purchased.  Bill Veit will be unable to help teach 
at this time.  ABCSB teachers were discussed 
including Cdr Merker, P/C Marshall, Wally 
Jones, and Ernst Hofmann. Jose Nunez has 
volunteered the use of his boat for the SAIL On-
The-Water sessions.  We don’t have 5 signups 
yet.  Stephanie will post an advertisement to the 
“I Love Satellite Beach” FB group  Jim Merker 
brought up the NextDoor app that has activities 
in neighborhoods.  Ernst Hofmann will talk to 
Bob Moore about this (NextDoor), as Bob              
volunteered to do this for us to aid in publicity. 
 
Man Overboard Rescue Training was held on 
22 May and was a great success. Cdr Merker, 
Tinker & Stephanie Murphy launched at 9 a.m., 
dropped buoys and talked to each participant. 
The session started at 10 a.m.  Participants I                    
ncluded the Melbourne Police Department                    
Patrol Boat, Melbourne Fire Department Patrol 
Boat, and members Monika & Joe Bradley and 
Shari Marshall & Wally Jones.  With that                      
success, we told the Melbourne PD Brian Smith 
that another MOB session would be held on 
Saturday 21 August followed by a lunch at a 
local restaurant for those who would like to                   
participate.  
 
JBB: Tinker and Stephanie Murphy are handling 
the first Jr Basic Boating course on June 7-9.  
Bob Becker helped with first day check-in.  
SBRC did not want parents to bring the                          
students into the building, so the parents had to  
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Continued: 

drop off the students in the SBRC “Loop”                     
requiring Bob Becker to stand most of the 
check-in period.  The next Jr BB session is set 
for July 12-14.  Teachers are being planned at 
this time.  We’ll check with John Pechar to see 
if he’ll be back to help in July.   Cdr Merker                 
volunteered to help with the July meeting.  

 
The next Jr BB session is set for July 12-14.  
Teachers are being planned at this time.  We’ll 
check with John Pechar to see if he’ll be back 
to help in July.   Cdr Merker volunteered to 
help with the July meeting.  
 

ABC3:  The dates for the rest of the year are 
booked with the Satellite Beach Rec Center on 
August 14th and November 20th.  

We discussed the pathway to Navigator—the 
steps are Boat Handing [S], Marine Navigation 
[P], Advanced Marine Navigation [AP], Off-
shore Navigation [JN], Celestial Navigation [N].  
We have a few members who would like to 
continue up the path.  We will contact other 
squadrons to see if we can join with them to 
cobble enough students to hold a class.  

 

The Flare-Up was held on Saturday June 5th at 
10 a.m. the Eau Gallie Boat Ramp. Cdr Merker 
notified all necessary authorities.  Ten people 
attended, including past commander Ken              
Peters who came up from Jupiter.  Several                          
pyrotechnic devices were set off.  The next 
FlareUp is planned for November.  

 

Tinker Murphy volunteered to keep the website 
updated with the PDF files (Short Sheet,               
DragonTales, Educational Brochures) and 
more, if wanted. Our webmaster Adam Smith 
will continue to work on our website and has 
made some recent changes suggested by 
Ernst Hofmann regarding Boat Parade                      
pictures.  

 

Boat Parade 
Survey went out to the email list of over 100.  
Results:  8 replied;   4 made it to the Judge’s   

boat; 4 registered for contest; 4 did not. 

Instead of a contest, we would like to spend 
money advertising the Parade and having it   

streamed live at various local bars and                    

restaurants which would help the businesses 

and allow the public to view the parade.  The 

contest has not gained us any new members 

since inception.  Streaming from Samsons 

Island dock as well as Bob Moore’s dock near 

Shepard’s Lake was discussed.  This will be 

discussed further. 

 
Old Business:  
The 2021 ABC-SB Calendar was reviewed 
and events updated. 

 

New Business: 
The July and August formal meetings will be 
suspended for 2021, but dinners will still be 
held at the same time, same location for                   
social interaction.  This motion was made by 
Shari Marshall, and seconded by Stephanie 
Murphy, passed. ExCom meetings will still be 
held virtually, and a shortened DragonTales 
newsletter will be produced for each month.   
  
$89.82 is needed to build frames to hold up 
the Squadron banners on the back of the Cdr 
Merker’s pickup truck.  This motion was made 
by Shari Marshall, and seconded by                    
Stephanie Murphy, passed. This addition will 
make it an easier and faster setup for Flare-
Ups (next one in November). 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1955.  
  

Next Executive Committee meeting will be at 

7:00pm on July 13, 2021 via Go To Meeting.  

  

Submitted by Stephanie Murphy, 

ABC-SB Secretary 

June 8, 2021 
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 WORD JUMBLE LIST FOR JULY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******************************************************************************************* 

 

WORD JUMBLE ANSWERS 

 

 

 

     

 

  

 

 

 

 

4
th
 of JULY WORD TERM JUMBLE ANSWERS 

States, Independence, Parade, Blue, United, White, Equality, Fireworks, Declaration,       

Freedom, Red, Liberty, 

All Men Are Created Equal 
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BRSPS Members who 

have an October Birthday 
 Ed LeCun 

 Karl Richburg 

 

 

ABC-SB Members who 

 have a July Birthday 
 

                     Shari Marshall 

                                                   

                

 

 

 

      

   

                                 FREE $$$ FOR OUR  

                                    SQUADRON 
                                                                

AmazonSmile is operated by Amazon.com.  It allows you to enjoy the same wide         

selection of products, low prices, and convenient shopping as on Amazon.com.  The        

difference is that when you shop AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will       

donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the   Banana River Sail & Power Squadron.  There   

is no cost to you.  Every small donation mounts up over time.  So when you shop, please 

remember AmazonSmile and BRSPS.  Enroll in AmazonSmile.com. 

 

                  Banana River Sail & Power Squadron         $177.90 
                            has received                                                                                         as of May 2021 

 

 

 

                           All US charities have received                     $262,635,668.36 

                                                                                                                                                    as of June 2021 
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2021 BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander                                          

Cdr James Merker, AP 

321-604-9342 

 

Executive Officer  

OPEN 

 

Administrative Officer 

OPEN 

  

Educational Officer   

P/D/Lt/C Ernst Hofmann, JN 

321-615-0553 

 

Secretary 

Lt/C Stephanie Murphy, P 

321-723-1817 

  

Treasurer                    

Lt/C Monika Bradley, S 

360-286-1399 

 
Ex Officio 

P/C Shari Marshall, AP 

734-347-2992 

 

 

Editor   
P/C Shari Marshall, AP  

734-347-2992 

shar44marsh@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Web Site: 

www.abc-sb.com or 

www.bananariversps.org 

 

ABC-SB (BRSPS) 

Voice Mailbox—321-220-7775 

 

General Membership Meetings are 

held on the 3rd Monday of the 

month. 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 

P/D/C Robert Becker, SN 

Lt J Wally Jones, S 

 

FINANCIAL REVIEW COMM 

Lt Terri Friedlander 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMM 

P/D/C Robert Becker, SN 

 

NOMINATING COMM 

Lt J. Wally Jones 

 

MERIT MARK CHAIR 

P/D/Lt/C Ernst Hofmann, JN 

 Dragon Tales, published monthly, is the official publication of ABC-SB (BRSPS).  It is mailed to members, 

district, and national officers and our supporters.  Opinions are those expressed by the writer and do not 

necessarily reflect the policy of nor imply agreement with the Dragon Tales staff, ABC-SB, D23, or USPS.  

At the discretion of the Dragon Tales staff, articles submitted may be printed in all, or in part, or may be 

rewritten.  Advertisements appearing in the Dragon Tales are supplied by our supporters and no        

endorsement is expressed or implied. 

AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB SOUTH BREVARD 

         Banana River Sail and Power Squadron 
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Watch your emai2021 ABC-SB CALENDAR 

 

 

Month Day Event Location 

July    

 1 SAIL Class #2 Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

 3 Red, White & Blue Lunch Bunch Ichabods Dockside 2210 Front St, Melbourne 32901 

 8 SAIL Class #3 Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

 12-14 Jr Basic Boating 
Schechter Community Ctr, 1089 Patrick Dr, Sat 

Beach 

 13 ExCom Mtg  https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/760362061 

 15 SAIL Class #4 Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

 19 General Membership Mtg Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

 22 SAIL Class #5 Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

 24 Navigation Challenge Dragon’s Point 

 29 SAIL Class #6 Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

August    

 5 SAIL Final Exam Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

 7 
Hot Days of Summer Lunch 

Bunch 

Bunky’s Raw Bar & Grill  2372 N Hwy A1A, Indialantic  

32903 

 10 ExCom Meeting https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/760362061 

 14 ABC3 
Schechter Community Ctr, 1089 Patrick Dr, Sat 

Beach 

 16 General Membership Mtg Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

 21 Man Overboard Training Dragon’s Point, Indian River 

 21 Social Lunch following MOB Woody’s BBQ 2227 W. New Haven, West Melb 

 29-9/5 USPS Fall Governing Board Mtg Raleigh, NC 
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Sept   
  
 

  

 11 Remembrance Day Lunch Bunch Grills Riverside, 6075 N. US 1, Melbourne 

  14  ExCom Mtg  https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/760362061 

  20  General Membership Mtg  Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

    D23 Summer Council Mtg  Teleconference 

October   
  
 

  

  12  ExCom Mtg  https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/760362061 

  16  Change of Watch/Octoberfest Home of Monika and Joe Bradley 

    D23 Fall Conference  TBD 

November   
  
 

  

  ?  Sat Beach Founders Day  Schechter Community Ctr, 1089 Patrick Dr, Sat Beach 

 9  ExCom Mtg https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/760362061 

 13 
End of Hurricane Season Lunch 

Bunch 
Squid Lips, 1477 Pineapple Ave., Eau Gallie 

  15  General Membership Mtg  Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

 20 ABC3 Schechter Community Ctr, 1089 Patrick Dr, Sat Beach 

    Fall Flare-Up  Eau Gallie Boat Ramp 

December   
  
 

  

 ? Ocean Reef Beach Festival Pelican Park, Satellite Beach 

  14  ExCom Mtg  https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/760362061 

  18  Christmas Boat Parade Grand Canal, Satellite Beach 

  20  Holiday Party  TBD 

    



 

   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cut here to Clip Upcoming Events - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

ABC-SB Squadron web site - www.abc-sb.com or 

www.bananariversps.org 

ABC-SB Squadron Voice Mailbox - 321-220-7775 

Membership meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 

the month .  

              DRAGON TALES 

 
July 2021 

  UP-COMING SQUADRON & DISTRICT EVENTS — 2021     

America’ Boating Club South Brevard 

2773 Floridiane Avenue 

Melbourne, FL  32935 

 
 

 

TIMES FOR EVENTS IN JULY 

 

1     SAIL                                                            1900      Kelly’s Burgers & Beer 

3     Red, White & Blue Lunch Bunch                    Noon    Ichabod’s Dockside  2210 Front St. Melbourne 

8     SAIL                                                                                        1900     Kelly’s Burgers & Beer 

12-14   Jr. Basic Boating                                         900     Schechter Community Ctr, 1089 Patrick Dr,   

                                                                                      Satellite Beach 

13     ExCo Mtg                                                                         1900       https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/760362061 

15     SAIL                                                                                   1900       Kelly’s Burgers & Beer 

19     Dinner at Kelly’s                                                            1830       Kelly’s Burgers & Beer 

22     SAIL                                                                                   1900       Kelly’s Burgers & Beer 

24     Navigation Challenge                                                1000       Dragon’s Point, Indian River 

29      SAIL                                                                                  1900      Kelly’s Burgers & Beer                                                                                                    

 

SEE YEARLY CALENDAR FOR MORE EVENTS 

Pages 22-23 

 

 


