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NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
 

Monday, November 15, 2021 

KELLY’S BURGERS & BEER 
 

Order off menu at 6:30 pm 

Program at 7:30-8:30 pm 
 

                     “Tall Ship Peking” 

Video presented by Ernst Hofmann 

 

Peking was launched in 1911 at Hamburg, Germany by the Blohm & Voss shipyard. She was owned 

by the F. Laeisz Company of that port, who used her to carry fuel and manufactured goods to the 

West Coast of South America, around Cape Horn, and return to European ports with nitrate 

mined in northern Chile. With her four-masted barque rig, steel hull and masts, and mid-ship bridge 

deck, Peking represents the final generation of sailing ships built for world trade.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVE or join the meeting from your 

computer, tablet or smartphone 

         https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/252811125 

       Or Dial-In to: 

        1-872-240-3311 (Access Code 252-811-125)  

 

SOUTH BREVARD 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDER: Cdr Jim Merker, AP 

 

                       

         

    

      WEEK 5 OF MARINE NAVIGATION 
          PLOTTING A COURSE AND USE OF GPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wally Jones, Jerry Downey, Danielle Albright, Joe Walden and  José Nuñez in class and preparing for class.  

Ernst Hofmann and Cdr Jim Merker explaining TCMDC and value of GPS.   



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT BY SEO P/D/Lt/C Ernst Hofmann, JN 
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FROM THE SQUADRON MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN;   P/D/C/Bob Becker, SN 
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                          MEMBERSHIP 
 

Well the end of the year is only a month away. Looks like we have lucked out with 
regard to hurricanes.  Yes, it could still happen before the official end of the               
hurricane season, but chances are good it will not happen this year. 

 

Speaking of the end of the year, it’s time to start thinking about your New Year 
Resolutions for 2022.  Hope you include one or more of the USPS educational 
courses.  Over the 100 plus years that the USPS has been in existence, the organization has                      
developed some of the best boating courses available to the public.  In addition to the water safety 
related courses, there are courses on specific subjects dealing with marine electronics, weather, and 
engine maintenance to mention only a few.  These courses are constantly being researched and           
up-graded.  Talk to our Educational Officer, Ernst Hofmann, for a complete description and list of 
courses offered.  Winter and the new year is a great time for taking courses. 

 

One of our goals for 2022 will be to get new members.  It is a fact that most clubs are suffering for 
new members, but we have so much to offer.  Talk to your boating friends about our club, what we 
do, and what it can do for them.  No, we are not a yacht club, and as such the dues are a lot, and I 
mean a lot less than a yacht club.  Yet, we offer social activities, on-the-water events, and don’t               
forget to mention the marine education courses which they can take. 

 

If you do not have a boat, but have a love for the water, the Satellite Beach Police Department is 
always looking for new volunteers to man the city’s police boat patrolling the canals within Satellite 
Beach. They only ask for about 2-3 hours a week.  Here is your opportunity to get out on the water, 
use their boat and gas, and assist in protecting our waterfront property.  If you have any interest, 
please give Mrs. Barbara Holland, Volunteer Coordinator at the SBPD, a call at 321-773-4400. 

 

May the wind always be at your back... 

SBPD Marine Patrol 
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SOUTH BREVARD 

 

COME CELEBRATE 

THE SEASON WITH US! 
 

ABC-SB Holiday Party 
 

Monday December 20 

6:30 pm Social 

7:15 Dinner 

(Order off the menu) 
 

Skewers Mediterranean Grill 

144 5th Avenue 

Indialantic, FL  32903 

 

RSVP by Dec 17 to 

Monika Bradley 

mbradleycpa@aol.com 

360 286-1399 



 

              DRAGON TALES Page 8 

 

 

 

 



 

            
              DRAGON TALES Page 9 

   

America’s Boating Club – South Brevard held its 66th 

Change of Watch on October 16, 2021 at the home of 

Treasurer Monika & Joe Bradley, Melbourne, FL.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snacks of pretzels, cheese, salamis, and crackers were 

provided on arrival.  Monika Bradley prepared a   

wonderful Oktoberfest-themed menu of bratwurst (& 

hot dogs) & sauerkraut, roast pork tenderloin, a     

specially dressed potato salad, sautéed green beans, 

and sautéed carrots.  Several dessert options were 

available, including a fruit salad, cupcakes, and cake.  

Refreshments included ice tea (sweet & unsweet),  

water, and members provided wine.  Vegan options 

were provided for those with that proclivity. All the 

items prepared tasted great, and no one left hungry 

(unless they wanted to)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D23 Commander Ron Radford and wife drove the 

two hours from Palm Coast to preside over the event.  

He spoke about the National USPS meeting and the 

possible future of the District.  He emphasized that 

our officers need to work to invigorate our Squadron 

to keep activities interesting and ensure we continue 

to provide quality education.  He  presented Ernst 

Hofmann with his “Life Member Award” (earning 25 

or more Merit Marks). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D23 Commander Ron Radford swore in the new   

Executive Committee.  Squadron Officers did not 

change from 2020-2021 to 2021-2022:  Your           

dedicated officers are Commander James Merker, 

Treasurer Monika Bradley, Secretary Stephanie          

Murphy, SEO Ernst Hofmann, Ex-Officio Shari           

Marshall, and Members of the Executive Committee           

J. Wally Jones and Robert Becker. 

 

 

 

 

 

ABC-SB 66th CHANGE OF WATCH 
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COW Continued: 

Ernst Hofmann presented Educational Awards to the 

following personnel who provided instruction for         

classes instructing over 60 students this year: 

    James Merker          John Pechar 

    Robert Becker         Stephanie Murphy 

    J. Tinker Murphy       Jose Nunez 

    Shari Marshall           William Veit 

    Valerie Dietrich        Tom Nolan (from Pompano             

                                    Beach Squadron)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Presentation Awards were given to: 

Jim Merker received a special award as best Instructor 

of Instructors for providing an online instructor           

training course to a sister D23 organization, as well          

as an internal refresher training for ABC-SB. 

 

Shari Marshal was presented the Best Dragon Tales 

Editor Award for her dedicated production of DT for 

nearly 10 years. 

 

Wally Jones was presented the Most Miles Traveled in 

a Year With Stories to Match Award as he was          

traveling to India on a regular basis for work.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monika Bradley was presented the Best Money Saver/ 

Book Balancer Award as she figured out ways to say 

pennies on the Squadron accounts. 

 

J. Tinker Murphy received his award as “best kiddie 

monitor” as the 45 children trained this year were 

highly entertained by Mr. Murphy’s antics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Murphy received her award as best 

“Garbage Collector” as she picked up all the nit-noid 

responsibilities of the AO, XO, as well as being          

Secretary for the year. 

 

Jim Merker received the Best Use of Boat US Award 

with his multiple distress calls on different boats for 

various Squadron activities.  It was THAT kind of year 

for us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ernst Hofmann received the Best Keeper of the Flame 

Award for his dedication to keeping all of us on track 

during these hard COVID years!  Ernst goes above 

and beyond every single month to ensure the           

Squadron is moving forward instead of sliding                 

backward during this difficult year!  His role of SEO 
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COW Continued: 

 

has been a tap-dance routine as some classes have 

been cancelled, classes that occurred varied from 

masks and temperature checks required to no masks 

required,. 

 

Commander Merker became an expert at GoToMeet-

ing, making sure our meetings could be held online 

only and then handling dual attendance (online and in 

person) and moving to a public location.  COVID has 

been a challenge.  

 

John Pechar received the Most Loyal Waterbearer 

Award as he continues to provide bottled water for all 

our Squadron activities no matter the weather! 

 

Members who attended were:  Jim Merker, John    

Carbee, Shari Marshall, Wally Jones, Ernst Hofmann, 

Stephanie & Tinker Murphy, Terri & Dan Friedlander, 

Monika & Joe Bradley.  Two former members               

attended: Valerie Dietrich and Bill Fehr and decided to 

rejoin.  Guests included D23 Commander and Mrs. 

Radford and Monika’s mother.  

 

A good time was held by all with lots of conversation, 

good food, great awards, and the official induction of 

our new Bridge for the 2021 – 2022 fiscal year           

(November 1 thru October 31). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

      Article submitted by Stephanie Murphy 

 

 

Thank you,  Bruce Hess, for 

sending in this picture.  So 

great to hear from a member 

who enjoys reading our          

Dragon Tales! 

 

All members, please feel free 

to share pictures you have 

taken or pictures someone 

has taken of you...we welcome 

your submissions. 
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WELCOME 6 NEW MEMBERS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Danielle Albright and Joseph Walden are     

recent graduates of ABC3 and currently taking 

Marine Navigation 

Joseph Valdastri     

Interests include education, 

boating activities and programs 

for youth. 

No Picture:  Charles “Chuck” Dorfman   

 

A retired physician who lives in Longwood.  

He recently purchased a Grady White 24 ft 

boat, which he will keep at a Cape Canaveral 

Marina. He is interested in taking marine  

safety and navigation courses. 

Welcome back Bill Fehr and 

Valerie Dietrich.  They were members 

of BRSPS for many years but joined 

Cocoa Beach SPS since their boat is in 

Cocoa,  They missed us! 
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 WHEN:     Saturday, November 13                      

                    Noon—? 

WHERE:   Charlie & Jake’s Beachside BBQ 

                     490 E. Eau Gallie Blvd 

                     Indian Harbour Beach 
 

       

                 COME JOIN US                                             

       End of Hurricane Season LUNCH BUNCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ABC-SB Members who 

 have a November Birthday 
 

                                              Danielle Albright        Samuel Ashdown 

                                       Anita Carbone             Terri Friedlander 

                                       Bette George 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE SECRETARY:  LT/C STEPHANIE MURPHY, P 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB – SOUTH BREVARD  

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

(BANANA RIVER SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON)  

DATE: Oct. 12, 2021 

LOCATION: Via GoToMeeting online 
  
Exec Board Attending 

Cdr Jim Merker, AP; Lt/C Monika Bradley, S; P/D/Lt/C 

Ernst Hofmann, JN; Lt Wally Jones, S; P/C Shari 

Marshall, AP; Lt/C Stephanie Murphy, P  

  

Exec Board Absent  

P/D/C Robert Becker,  

  

The meeting was called to order at 1904 by Cdr 

Merker.  A quorum was present.  Motion made by 

Stephanie Murphy and seconded by Ernst Hofmann 

to accept the Sept. 14, 2021 meeting minutes; 

passed. 
  
Commander’s Report:  

USPS   

No new information. 

 

USPS Cruise will be held in February 2022 and has 

been advertised in Dragon Tales for several months. 

 

D23 

District Commander Ron Radford will attend our 
COW on 16 October.   He has talked to Commander 
Merker, Treasurer Bradley, and Secretary Murphy 
and has instructions needed to attend the event.   
 

Cdr Merker received feedback from the Instructor  
Development packages sent to National. Only one 
needed minor corrections.  The rest were accepted 
as completed. 
 

Secretary’s Report  

BRSPS has 36 active members and 1 associate 
member.  

Social lunches are planned for November 13th at 
Charlie & Jake’s Beachside BBQ. 

 

Program for the November 15th meeting will be Tall 
Ship Peking, about a sailing ship tackling Cape 
Horn, a historical video that Ernst Hofmann will      
introduce. 

COW program was        
discussed.  Stephanie will 
contact normally attending 
members who have not 
sent in an RSVP. 

 

A location for the Holiday 
Party is Skewer’s in         
Indialantic on the regular meeting night,   
Monday  December 20th at 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  

 

Treasurer’s Report:  

The Checking account balance was reported. 
An audit will be held after the Change of 
Watch with Treasurer Bradley and Terri and 
Dan Friedlander. 

 
SEO Report:  
We have six people who still need On-The-
Water Training from the last set of ABC3                 
classes.  These are being scheduled.  
 
The next ABC3 class is November 20th with 7 
people already registered.   We are also    
going to push membership in the Squadron at 
the class.  

 

We started a Marine Navigation course on 23 
September, continuing thru November, held 
on Thursday nights at Kelly’s Burger & Beer.  
Kelly’s, however, is not conducive to the best 
learning environment as Thursday is now 
Trivia Night and is very noisy. 

 

We discussed the pathway to Navigator—the 
steps are Boat Handing [S], Marine Naviga-
tion [P], Advanced Marine Navigation [AP], 
Offshore Navigation [JN], Celestial Navigation 
[N].  We have a few members who would like 
to continue up the path.  We will contact other 
squadrons to see if we can join with them for 
future classes, but maybe we can do them 
together in an online setting. 

 

We plan on setting up an AP (Advanced     
Marine Navigation) class in Spring 2022.  

 

The Flare Up for November 13th at the Eau 
Gallie Boat Ramp has been CANCELLED.   
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FROM THE DESK OF THE SECRETARY:  LT/C STEPHANIE MURPHY, P 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued: 

 

Unexpected impacts on personal lives caused 
the cancellation.  

 

Boat Parade 

Ernst Hofmann has been emailing our                   
videographers regarding video taping the Boat 
Parade on December 18. There is a planned 
27 October strategy meeting on the video 
camera locations.  Shari Marshall will contact 
Richard Egan to be Santa Claus again.  

 

Old Business:  
The 2021 ABC-SB Calendar was reviewed 
and events updated. 

 

New Business: 
Nov 6

th
 is Satellite Beach Founder’s Day.  ABC

-SB will participate.  Steph will bring an Easy-
Up tent; Jim Merker will have a 6-foot table to 
use.  Steph is going to advertise multiple 
clubs.  Shari volunteered to man the booth 
with Stephanie (8 a.m. – 2 p.m.) 
 
The ExCom decided that we WOULD             
participate in the Parade as well as having a 
booth.  Commander Merker will drive his 
pickup with the Squadron banners.  Stephanie 
sent a message to Satellite Beach POC Jackie 
Gilpin regarding participation in the Parade.  

The new Bridge will discuss the plan to move 
to 3 or 4 presentations a year alternating with 
social dinners.  As we add new members, we 
will survey them on what kind of presenta-
tions they would like to see. 

 

We are planning on discontinuing the Dragon 
Tales as of December 2021.  The monthly 
Short Sheet sent out by the secretary to all 
members features all the planned courses 
and events. 

 

Tinker & Steph will set up an America’s           
Boating Club South Brevard Facebook group 
and will post newsletter information on the               
Facebook group.    

 

Stephanie will send emails for social               
luncheons and dinners to prior members.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1936.  
  

Next Executive Committee meeting will be at 

7:00pm on Nov 9, 2021 via GoToMeeting, 

and our next General Meeting is on Nov. 15. 

  

Submitted by Stephanie Murphy, 

ABC-SB Secretary 

Oct 25, 2021 
  

 

 FREE $$$ FOR OUR  

    SQUADRON 
                                                                

AmazonSmile is operated by Amazon.com.  It allows you to enjoy the same wide selection of 

products, low prices, and convenient shopping as on Amazon.com.  The difference is that 

when you shop AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price to the Banana River Sail & Power Squadron.  There is no cost to you.  Every small dona-

tion mounts up over time.  So when you shop, please remember AmazonSmile and BRSPS.  

Enroll in AmazonSmile.com. 

 

   Banana River Sail & Power Squadron                       $200.05 
                            has received                                                                                     as of Aug 2021 
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 MATCHING PUZZLE:  FAMOUS SAILORS 

 
 Match each Sailor/Boater on the left with one of his/her famous journeys!  Information was found on the internet, so verification.  This is a mix of 

historical and modern figures.  Have fun and see how you score!   

 

 

 

 

 

  Famous  

Sailer/ Boater 

ANSWER     National-
ity 

Noted For 

              

1 Marco Polo     A England Explorer, Soldier, & Writer.  Supported colonization of 
North America.  He invested in a number of expeditions 
across the Atlantic, including the Roanoke colony, naming 
it Virginia, in honor of Elizabeth I. 

2 Christopher Co-
lumbus 

    B Spain Explorer & Conquistador.  Almost discovered the Pacific 
Ocean.  Along with his brothers, overthrew the Inca leader 
Atahualpa and conquered Peru, eventually establishing 
Lima. 

3 Amerigo Vespucci     C England In 1969 became the first man to ever sail single-handed 
and non-stop around the world and in 2006, became the 
oldest yachtsman to complete a world solo voyage. 

4 John Cabot     D Italy 
(Venice) 

Explorer & Navigator.  He made British claim to land in 
Canada (thinking it was Asia). 

5 Ferdinand Magel-
lan 

    E Italy 
(Florence
) 

Navigator & Explorer played a prominent role in exploring 
the New World.  Under the Spanish flag.  Played a promi-
nent role in exploring the New World, actually coined that 
phrase. 

6 Hernan Cortes     F England Solo long-distance yachtswoman. Broke the record for 
fastest solo circumnavigation of the globe in 2005. 

7 Sir Francis Drake     G Spain Conquistador who explored Central America and won 
Mexico for the crown of Spain. 

8 Sir Walter Raleigh     H Italy Explorer & Navigator. Discovered the Americas but never 
stopped at the USA itself 

9 James Cook     I England Most successful Olympic sailor. Developed ground-
breaking techniques.  Was on Oracle Team USA, which 
won the 34th America’s Cup. 

1
0 

Francisco Pizarro     J Denmark Won 4 consecutive Olympic Gold medals in sailing in mul-
tiple classes. He wrote a series of books on rules of racing. 
He designed a self-bailer and lifejacket that were used by 
many sailors. 

1
1 

Paul Elvstrom     K Portugal While in the service of Spain, led the first European voy-
age to circumnavigate the world.  Studied mapmaking and 
navigation. 

1
2 

Robin Knox-
Johnston 

    L Italy 
(Venice) 

Wrote a book on his travels and experiences to Asia 

1
3 

Ellen MacArthur     M England Naval Captain, Navigator & Explorer.  On HMB Endeavor, 
charted New Zealand and the Great Barrier Reef of Aus-
tralia.  Disproved the existence of Terra Australia. 

1
4 

Ben Ainslie     N England Most Renowned Seaman of the Elizabethan era.  The 2nd 
credited person to circumnavigate the globe. 



 

Page 18               DRAGON TALES 

 

 

2022 BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander                                          

Cdr James Merker, AP 

321-604-9342 

 

Executive Officer  

OPEN 

 

Administrative Officer 

OPEN 

  

Educational Officer   

P/D/Lt/C Ernst Hofmann, JN 

321-615-0553 

 

Secretary 

Lt/C Stephanie Murphy, P 

321-723-1817 

  

Treasurer                    

Lt/C Monika Bradley, S 

360-286-1399 

 
Ex Officio 

P/C Shari Marshall, AP 

734-347-2992 

 

 

Editor   
P/C Shari Marshall, AP  

734-347-2992 

shar44marsh@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Web Site: 

www.abc-sb.com or 

www.bananariversps.org 

 

ABC-SB (BRSPS) 

Voice Mailbox—321-220-7775 

 

General Membership Meetings are 

held on the 3rd Monday of the 

month. 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 

P/D/C Robert Becker, SN 

Lt J Wally Jones, S 

 

FINANCIAL REVIEW COMM 

Lt Terri Friedlander 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMM 

P/D/C Robert Becker, SN 

 

NOMINATING COMM 

Lt J. Wally Jones 

 

MERIT MARK CHAIR 

P/D/Lt/C Ernst Hofmann, JN 

 Dragon Tales, published monthly, is the official publication of ABC-SB (BRSPS).  It is mailed to members, 

district, and national officers and our supporters.  Opinions are those expressed by the writer and do not 

necessarily reflect the policy of nor imply agreement with the Dragon Tales staff, ABC-SB, D23, or USPS.  

At the discretion of the Dragon Tales staff, articles submitted may be printed in all, or in part, or may be 

rewritten.  Advertisements appearing in the Dragon Tales are supplied by our supporters and no        

endorsement is expressed or implied. 

AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB SOUTH BREVARD 

         Banana River Sail and Power Squadron 
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2021 ABC-SB CALENDAR 

November   
  
 

  

 4 Marine Navigation #7 Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

  6  Sat Beach Founders Day 
 Schechter Community Center 
1089 Patrick Dr, Satellite Beach 

 9  ExCom Mtg https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/760362061 

 11 Marine Navigation #8 Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

 13 
End of Hurricane Season Lunch 
Bunch 

Charlie & Jakes BBQ  490 E. Eau Gallie Blvd 
Indian Harbour Beach  32937 

  15  General Membership Mtg  Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

 20 ABC3 
Schechter Community Center 
1089 Patrick Dr, Satellite Beach 

December   
  
 

  

 4 Ocean Reef Beach Festival Pelican Beach Park  1525 Hwy A1a , Sat Beach 

  14  ExCom Mtg  https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/760362061 

  18  Christmas Boat Parade Grand Canal, Satellite Beach 

  20  Holiday Party 
 Skewers Mediterranean Grill 
144 5th Avenue, Indialantic  32903 

    

   

 

 



 

   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cut here to Clip Upcoming Events - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

ABC-SB Squadron web site - www.abc-sb.com or 

www.bananariversps.org 

ABC-SB Squadron Voice Mailbox - 321-220-7775 

Membership meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 

the month .  

              DRAGON TALES 

 
November 2021 

  UP-COMING SQUADRON & DISTRICT EVENTS — 2021     

America’ Boating Club South Brevard 

2773 Floridiane Avenue 

Melbourne, FL  32935 

 
 

 

TIMES FOR EVENTS IN NOVEMBER 

 

4      Marine Navigation #7                                           1900     Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

6        Sat Beach Founders Day                                       1000     Schechter Community Ctr, 1089 Patrick Dr,  

                                                                                             Satellite Beach  32937 

9     ExCom Mtg                                                         1900      https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/760362061 

11   Marine Navigation #8                                            1900    Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

13   End of Hurricane Season Lunch Bunch                   1200    Charlie & Jakes BBQ  490 E. Eau Gallie Blvd 

                                                                                             Indian Harbour Beach  32937 

15   General Membership Mtg                                     1830    Kelly’s   650 N. Wickham Rd, Melbourne  32935 

20   ABC3                                                                    900     Schechter Community Ctr, 1089 Patrick Dr,  

                                                                                             Satellite Beach  32937 

 

SEE YEARLY CALENDAR FOR MORE EVENTS 
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